
Excerpt from  
March 23, 2021 Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

11. Letter from Dutton Estate Regarding Potential Sale of a 
45-acre Woodlot on Seminary Street Extension 

 
Carpenter said a representative for the Dutton Family Trust recently contacted the Town 
about its potential interest in acquiring a 45-arce woodlot owned by the Trust on Seminary 
Street Extension, a portion of which abuts Means Woods. He said TownManager Ramsay 
is working with counsel for the Trust to obtain a formal written proposal for the sale and 
to arrange a site visit of the property, and that funding for the acquisition, should the Board 
be interested in pursuing the opportunity, would come from the Town’s Land Conservation 
Fund. 
 
Carpenter said both the Means Woods Trustees and the Middlebury Conservation 
Commission have met to discuss the potential acquisition – based on information 
available at this stage – and have expressed their support, and if the Selectboard is 
interested in moving forward, we might want to authorize Ramsay to engage counsel for 
the Town and begin negotiations with the Dutton Family Trust toward a sales agreement 
for the property. 
 
Ramsay said Board member Heather Seeley mentioned that she would be interested in 
taking a site visit to the property and suggested incorporating the discussion into the 
Board retreat this spring. Ramsay said she will look at the week of April 5th for a site visit. 
 
Fuentes-George asked what the balance in the Conservation Fund was, and Ramsay 
said around $475,000. 
 
Fuentes-George moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to work with 
counsel to begin negotiations with the Dutton Family Trust toward the purchase of its 45-
acre woodlot on Seminary Street Extension. Khan seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with 5 in favor, 2 absent. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Jamie Brookside from the Middlebury Area Land Trust (MALT) asked if there had been 
any discussions about some of the thoughts she’d prepared on this property. Ramsay 
said these concepts were included in the Selectboard packet, about MALT holding some 
easements or monitoring the conservation easements on the property. Brookside said 
she’d done some more research on this and how it would be advantageous for both MALT 
and the Town. She said we’re seeing more and more partnerships between land trusts 
and municipalities across the country, where the land trust ensures the property is being 
monitored annually for the proper permits and users, and that MALT has the technology, 
training and expertise to manage the land and would love to serve that purpose on this 
property. She said there are already other properties in town where MALT works with the 
Town, and she thinks it’s worth exploring how their expertise in writing and developing 



conservation permissions and restrictions can help in the process, and MALT is interested 
in working with Middlebury on this project. 
 
Carpenter said he thought it might be too early in this process for this discussion, but this 
is good food for thought. Brookside said she felt MALT could be a good partner in this 
project and offered to walk the property with the Board to discuss the possibilities. 


